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WELCOME Animal Politics World Conference 2022

Welcome to the Animal Politics World
Conference 2022 - Taking Political Activism to
the Next Level

How to speed up positive change for our planet
and -all- its inhabitants? This Animal Politics
World Conference gathers experts, politicians
and activists in EU-capital Brussels, to share
their knowledge about (political) activism for
climate, nature, animals, and a liveable planet,
and to offer practical examples of grass-roots
initiatives from all over the world.

Recent scientific reports confirm that nothing
less than a viable future on this planet is at
stake. Still, current political leaders worldwide
are not taking the action that is needed. To
solve the urgent challenges we face today, we
need to change politics, and invest in solutions
for tomorrow.

Alongside increasing citizen engagement and
(legal) activism, politics plays an important part
in creating necessary change. This conference
explores how to accelerate positive change and
how to join hands in safeguarding a liveable
planet. 

Wishing you an inspiring, activating and fruitful
conference,

Elze Boshart
Chair Animal Politics Foundation



Saturday December 10

9.00 – 9.30

9.30 – 10.00

10.00 – 10.15

10.15 – 10.25

10.25 – 10.45 

10.45 – 10.55

10.55 – 11.10 

11.10 – 13.00 

13.00 – 14.30

14.30 – 16.00 

16.00 – 16.15

17.30 – 20.00 

SATURDAY
PROGRAMME

Animal Politics World Conference 2022
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Welcome

Opening

Anja Hazekamp: Speeding Up 
Change with Ecocentric Politics

Q&A with MEP Anja Hazekamp

Eva Rovers: Practivism: Citizens 
as Drivers of Positive Change

Q&A with Eva Rovers

Coffee break

Training A: Sean Currie 
Effective Campaigning for 
Impact 

Training B: David Labi Powerful 
Storytelling for Good

Lunch

Panel: Combining the Powers of 
Politics, Law, and Activism

Wrap up

Dinner reception

Lectures and panel marked orange 
will be live streamed online.
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Saturday

20.00 – 20.30 

20.30 – 21.30 

21.30 – 22.30 
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Welcome

Interactive panel discussion

Christine Teunissen 
       (Party for the Animals)

Donald Pols (Friends of the 
Earth Netherlands, 
Milieudefensie)

Ariane Giraneza (EU 
Climate & Environment 
Delegate Y7)

This evening programme will be 
public and live streamed online.

Wrap up and drinks
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Sunday December 11

9.30 – 10.00

10.00 – 10.10 

10.10 – 11.10

11.15 – 12.45 

12.45 – 13.00 

13.00 – 14.00
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Welcome

Opening

Training C: Rick Holland
Funding - Money for Good

Training D: Job van den Assem
Mobilising and sustaining
people power for existing and
aspiring political parties

Training D: Mark Westcombe
Mobilising and sustaining
people power for civil society
groups (D)

Wrap up

Lunch



SATURDAY
MORNING
SPEAKER
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Anja Hazekamp
A n j a  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e

E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t .

S h e  w i l l  g i v e  a  l e c t u r e  o n :
' S p e e d i n g  U p  C h a n g e  w i t h

E c o c e n t r i c  P o l i t i c s ' .

A f t e r w a r d s  t h e r e  i s  a  Q & A .

A n j a  H a z e k a m p  i s  a  M e m b e r  o f  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  f o r  t h e
D u t c h  P a r t y  f o r  t h e  A n i m a l s .  R e c e n t l y ,  s h e  h a s  b e e n  n a m e d  o n e
o f  t h e  t o p  5  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  M E P s ,  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  t h e  E U
G r e e n  D e a l .

I n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  H a z e k a m p  u s e s  h e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  g e t
t h e  t o p i c  o f  b i o d i v e r s i t y ,  c l i m a t e ,  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  h e a l t h  a n d
a n i m a l  w e l f a r e  h i g h  o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a g e n d a .  

S h e  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  w o r k e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  c o n n e c t e d
t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  h e a l t h  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  l i v e s t o c k
i n d u s t r y ,  p e s t i c i d e s ,  l i v e  a n i m a l  t r a n s p o r t  a n d  b r o i l e r  c h i c k e n s
i n  f a c t o r y  f a r m s .  

I n  2 0 1 8  s h e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  i n i t i a t o r s  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e
o n  P e s t i c i d e s  a n d  i n  2 0 1 9  s h e  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d
I n q u i r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A n i m a l  T r a n s p o r t .  I n  2 0 2 0  A n j a  w a s
a p p o i n t e d  a s  t h e  E N V I - r a p p o r t e u r  f o r  t h e  E U  F a r m  t o  F o r k
S t r a t e g y .
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SATURDAY
MORNING
SPEAKER

Animal Politics World Conference 2022

Eva Rovers

E v a  R o v e r s  i s  a  D u t c h  a r t  h i s t o r i a n  a n d  a u t h o r .  S h e  s t u d i e d
c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  a t  U t r e c h t  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  o b t a i n e d  h e r  P h D
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G r o n i n g e n .  S h e  w r o t e  t h e  a c c l a i m e d
b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  a r t  c o l l e c t o r  H e l e n e  K r ö l l e r - M ü l l e r  a n d
a u t h o r  B o u d e w i j n  B ü c h .  

S i n c e  2 0 1 7 ,  s h e  h a s  b e e n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  w a y s  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e
c a n  d r i v e  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  S h e  s e e s  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  f o r  C i t i z e n s '
A s s e m b l y ,  w h i c h  i s  a  b o d y  f o r m e d  o f  s e l e c t e d  c i t i z e n s  t o
d e l i b e r a t e  o n  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s .  T h a t  i s  w h y  s h e  c o - f o u n d e d
t h e  B u r e a u  B u r g e r b e r a a d  ( B u r e a u  C i t i z e n s  A s s e m b l y )  i n
2 0 2 0 .  

T h i s  y e a r ,  s h e  p u b l i s h e d  h e r  l a t e s t  b o o k :  N o w  i t ’ s  u p  t o  u s .
A  c a l l  f o r  r e a l  d e m o c r a c y  ( i n  D u t c h :  N u  i s  h e t  a a n  o n s .
O p r o e p  t o t  e c h t e  d e m o c r a t i e . ) .  T h e  b o o k  w a s  o n  t h e
b e s t s e l l e r  l i s t  a t  n u m b e r  3 .  

E v a  i s  a  D u t c h  a r t  h i s t o r i a n ,
a u t h o r  a n d  c i t i z e n

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  e x p e r t .

S h e  w i l l  g i v e  a  l e c t u r e  o n :
' P r a c t i v i s m :  C i t i z e n s  a s

D r i v e r s  o f  P o s i t i v e  C h a n g e '

A f t e r w a r d s  t h e r e  i s  a  Q & A .
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SATURDAY
AFTERNOON

TRAINER

Animal Politics World Conference 2022

Sean Currie

S e a n  i s  a n  e x p e r t  o n  
s o c i a l  m o v e m e n t  o r g a n i s i n g .

H e  w i l l  g i v e  a  t r a i n i n g  o n :
' E f f e c t i v e  C a m p a i g n i n g  f o r

I m p a c t '

S e a n  C u r r i e  i s  a  B r u s s e l s - b a s e d  s o c i a l  m o v e m e n t  a n d  p a r t y
p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i s e r  f r o m  S c o t l a n d .  

H e  s p e c i a l i s e s  i n  h e l p i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  b u i l d  h o l i s t i c
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  c a m p a i g n  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  t r u l y  e m p o w e r
m e m b e r s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  g r o w  a  g r o u p ’ s  p o w e r  b a s e .  H a v i n g
b e e n  a c t i v e  a t  t h e  E u r o p e a n  l e v e l  a s  w e l l  a s  l o c a l l y  a n d
n a t i o n a l l y  i n  B e l g i u m ,  T h e  U K ,  F r a n c e ,  a n d  G e r m a n y ,  h e  i s
d r i v e n  b y  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  s p r e a d  k n o w l e d g e  b e t w e e n  g r o u p s  i n
d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  E u r o p e .  

H a v i n g  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a  M a s t e r ’ s  i n  E u r o p e a n  A f f a i r s  a t
S c i e n c e s  P o  P a r i s ,  h e  h a s  w o r k e d  a s  T h e  C a m p a i g n
A c c e l e r a t o r ' s  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  L e a d  a n d  i s  t o d a y  a  j u n i o r
t r a i n e r  w i t h  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e .
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SATURDAY
AFTERNOON

TRAINER

Animal Politics World Conference 2022

David Labi

D a v i d  i s  a  w r i t e r ,  f i l m m a k e r ,
f a c i l i t a t o r ,  a r t i s t  a n d  e t h i c a l

s t o r y t e l l e r

H e  w i l l  g i v e  a  t r a i n i n g  o n :
' P o w e r f u l  S t o r y t e l l i n g  f o r

G o o d '

D a v i d  L a b i  i s  a  w r i t e r ,  f i l m m a k e r ,  f a c i l i t a t o r ,  a r t i s t  a n d  e t h i c a l
s t o r y t e l l e r .  H e  w a s  B o r n  i n  L o n d e n  a n d  h a s  l i v e d  i n  T o k y o ,
B u e n o s  A i r e s ,  B e r l i n  a n d  B r u s s e l s .  H e  b e c a m e  a  d i r e c t o r  o f  a
l e f t - w i n g  J e w i s h  y o u t h  m o v e m e n t ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f
k i d s  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  y o u t h  l e a d e r s .  H e  t h e n  t o u r e d  t h e  U K
g i v i n g  w o r k s h o p s  a t  s c h o o l s  f o r  a l l  a g e s  a n d  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d
s p u r r i n g  t h e m  t o  a c t i o n .

A f t e r  s t u d y i n g  E n g l i s h  a t  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  h e  w o r k e d  a s  a
m a g a z i n e  e d i t o r  i n  L o n d o n ,  B u e n o s  A i r e s  a n d  T o k y o ,  w h i l e
w o r k i n g  a s  a  j o u r n a l i s t ,  l i t e r a r y  t r a n s l a t o r  a n d  b r a n d
c o p y w r i t e r .  A f t e r  w o r k i n g  f o r  g l o b a l  b r a n d s  l i k e  L i p t o n  a n d
D o v e ,  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  h i s  s k i l l s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  f i g h t  f o r
s o m e t h i n g  g o o d .  T h a t  i s  w h y  h e  h a s  f o u n d e d  t h e  e t h i c a l
s t o r y t e l l i n g  a g e n c y  G o o d  P o i n t .  
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SATURDAY
AFTERNOON

PANEL

Animal Politics World Conference 2022

P h i l i p p  R y f

i s  h e a d  o f  p o l i t i c s  a n d  c o -
m a n a g i n g  d i r e c t o r  a t

S e n t i e n c e ,  S w i t z e r l a n d .
U n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  h e  w a s  t h e
c o - c a m p a i g n  m a n a g e r  o f
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  a b o l i s h

f a c t o r y  f a r m i n g  –  a
p o p u l a r  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t

p r o p o s e d  a  t o t a l  b a n  o n  a l l
f a c t o r y  f a r m s  i n

S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  t h a t
g a r n e r e d  a l m o s t  4 0

p e r c e n t  o f  p u b l i c  v o t e s
t h i s  S e p t e m b e r .  H e  s t u d i e d

p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,
e c o n o m i c s  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e

d e v e l o p m e n t .

M e l a v  S a l i h

i s  2 3  y e a r s  o l d ,  o r i g i n a l l y
f r o m  K u r d i s t a n ,  I r a q  b u t

r a i s e d  i n  t h e  U A E .  S h e  h a s
c o m p l e t e d  h e r  b a c h e l o r ’ s

i n  ( a p p l i e d )  p h y s i c s ,  w i t h  a
f o c u s  o n  e n e r g y  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t .  A t  t h e

m o m e n t  s h e  i s  d o i n g  a
m a s t e r s  i n  s u s t a i n a b l e

t e c h n o l o g y  i n  S t o c k h o l m .
O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,

s h e  h a s  m a i n l y  w o r k e d  w i t h
y o u t h  b y  h o s t i n g  t a l k s  a n d

w o r k s h o p s  a r o u n d
r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y .  I n  t h e

s t a r t  o f  2 0 2 2 ,  s h e  f o u n d e d
K u r d i s t a n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l

Y o u t h  ( K E Y )  t o  i n s p i r e
y o u t h  i n  K u r d i s t a n ,  I r a q  t o

m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .
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SATURDAY
AFTERNOON

PANEL

Animal Politics World Conference 2022

M o r g a n J a n o w i c z

i s a s t u d e n t o f C o m p u t e r
S c i e n c e a n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l

B u s i n e s s , a E u r o p e a n
C l i m a t e P a c t A m b a s s a d o r

i n P o l a n d , a n d b o a r d
m e m b e r o f t h e G r e e n R E V

I n s t i t u t e . H e r w o r k i s
f o c u s e d o n a d v o c a c y b y

b u i l d i n g p a r t n e r s h i p s a n d
c o l l a b o r a t i o n f r o m a l l

s i d e s o f t h e d i a l o g u e . R E V 
c a r r i e s o u t a d v o c a c y w o r k

a t t h e n a t i o n a l a n d
E u r o p e a n l e v e l s , t o

i m p l e m e n t t h e E u r o p e a n G r 
e e n D e a l , F a r m 2 F o r k , C A P . 

A s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
o f  R E V ,  s h e  m o v e s  t h e

b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  d e b a t e
o n  h u m a n  r i g h t s ,  c l i m a t e

p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  a n i m a l
r i g h t s .

I n ê s  d e  S o u s a  R e a l

i s  a  P o r t u g u e s e  p o l i t i c i a n ,
m e m b e r  o f  n a t i o n a l

p a r l i a m e n t  a n d  l e a d e r  o f
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  P e o p l e

A n i m a l s  N a t u r e  ( P A N ) .
W i t h  a  d e g r e e  i n  l a w  a n d  a
m a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  l a w ,  s h e

h a s  b e e n  a  j u r i s t  a t  t h e
M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  S i n t r a

s i n c e  2 0 0 6 .  S h e  w a s
L i s b o n ’ s  M u n i c i p a l  A n i m a l

O m b u d s m a n  f r o m
N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 4  t o  M a r c h

2 0 1 7 ,  o n  a  v o l u n t a r y  b a s i s .
S h e  w a s  a w a r d e d  a

c o m m e n d a t i o n  b y  t h e
L i s b o n  M u n i c i p a l  A s s e m b l y

f o r  h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h i s
r o l e .
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SATURDAY
AFTERNOON

PANEL
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D r a g a n  J o n i ć

i s  a  S e r b i a n  p u b l i c i s t ,
t r a n s l a t o r ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
a c t i v i s t  a n d  r e b e l  f o r  l i f e .

H e  s t a r t e d  o f f  h i s  c a r e e r  i n
t h e  m e d i a  i n  t h e  t o u g h
n i n e t i e s ,  f i g h t i n g  t h e

d i c t a t o r i a l  r e g i m e  t h e n  i n
p o w e r  i n  h i s  c o u n t r y .  I n

t h e  e a r l y  2 0 0 0 s  h e  j o i n e d
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l

o r g a n i s a t i o n  “ D e f e n d  t h e
R i v e r s  o f  t h e  B a l k a n

M o u n t a i n ” ,  t h a t  s t o p p e d
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f

e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  h a r m f u l
h y d r o p o w e r  p l a n t s .  H e  i s

n o w  p a r t  o f  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l
m o v e m e n t  “ E c o l o g i c a l
U p r i s i n g ” ,  w h i c h  i s  a n

a c t i v i s t  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  l e f t -
g r e e n  p a r t y  “ Z a j e d n o ”

( T o g e t h e r ) .

E l i n e  Z e i l m a k e r

i s  l e g a l  a d v i s o r  a t  F r i e n d s
o f  t h e  E a r t h  N e t h e r l a n d s .
I n  2 0 2 1  t h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n
w o n  t h e  g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g

c l i m a t e  c a s e  a g a i n s t  S h e l l ,
w h e r e  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t

S h e l l  h a s  t o  a l i g n  i t s
b u s i n e s s  p l a n s  t o  t h e  P a r i s

A g r e e m e n t .  S h e  i s
d e d i c a t e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e

l e a r n i n g s  o f  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f
t h e  c l i m a t e  c a s e  a g a i n s t
S h e l l  w i t h  a c t i v i s t s  a n d

l a w y e r s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,
t o  e m p o w e r  a n d  b u i l d  a
s t r o n g  l e g a l  m o v e m e n t

t o g e t h e r .
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SATURDAY
AFTERNOON

PANEL
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I s l e m  Z r e l l i

i s  a  T u n i s i a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
s t u d e n t ,  a c t i v i s t ,  t r a i n e r

a n d  b l o g g e r  i n  t h e  c l i m a t e
a n d  z e r o  w a s t e  m o v e m e n t .

S h e  i s  a n  u p c o m i n g
i n f l u e n c e r  o n  I n s t a g r a m

( @ z e r o w a s t e t u n i s i a n )  a n d
Y o u T u b e ,  s h a r i n g  h e r

e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a n  a c t i v i s t
a n d  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  c l i m a t e

c h a n g e  a n d  r e d u c i n g  w a s t e
i m p a c t s  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e

l i v i n g ,  s h e  a i m s  t o  e n h a n c e
a w a r e n e s s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n
a b o u t  c l i m a t e  a c t i o n  a n d

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s  i n
t h e  w o r l d  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  i n

T u n i s i a .

K a t e r y n a  P o l i a n s k a

w o r k s  a s  a  S t a f f  S c i e n t i s t
o f  t h e  N G O  E n v i r o n m e n t -

P e o p l e - L a w  i n  U k r a i n e .  S h e
i s  a n  e x p e r t  o n  g e o -

e c o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s ,
l a n d s c a p e  s t u d i e s ,

c o n s e r v a t i o n  b i o l o g y ,  t h e
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  w i l d  a n i m a l s

a n d  e c o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .   
K a t e r y n a  h o l d s  a  P h D  i n

P h y s i c a l  G e o g r a p h y ,
G e o p h y s i c s  a n d

G e o c h e m i s t r y  o f
L a n d s c a p e .  S h e  a l s o  h o l d s

a  M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o o p e r a t i o n .
S h e  a l s o  o r g a n i z e s  e x p e r t

r e p o r t s f o r U N E S C O ’ s
S e c r e t a r i a t o f t h e B e r n

C o n v e n t i o n .
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Ariane Giraneza
A r i a n e  i s  a  y o u n g

e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t  a n d
C l i m a t e  P o l i c y  M a n a g e r  a t

t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  N G O
B e l l o n a  E u r o p a .

A r i a n e  G i r a n e z a  c a m e  t o  E u r o p e  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  5  a s  a  r e f u g e e
a f t e r  l i v i n g  i n  R w a n d a ,  t h e  D R C ,  K e n y a  a n d  T a n z a n i a .  S h e  h a s
a l w a y s  b e e n  f a s c i n a t e d  b y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  a n d  t h e
c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  n a t i o n a l
g o v e r n m e n t s ,  t h e  E U  a n d  m u l t i l a t e r a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g
t o  c l i m a t e  a n d  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  m a t t e r s .  

I n  2 0 2 1  s h e  w a s  t h e  E U  C l i m a t e  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t  D e l e g a t e  a t
t h e  Y 7  ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  y o u t h  e n g a g e m e n t  g r o u p  f o r  t h e  G 7 .  S h e  i s
a l s o  e n g a g e d  i n  F r i d a y  G r o u p ,  a  B e l g i a n  p o l i c y  t h i n k  t a n k  f o r
y o u n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  K i n g  B a u d o i n  F o u n d a t i o n .

A r i a n e  a l s o  h a s  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  d i f f e r e n t
p o l i c y  s e t t i n g s  o n  e n e r g y  a n d  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  t h e
D u t c h  E m b a s s y  i n  B e l g i u m ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  C a b i n e t  o f  t h e  B e l g i a n
M i n i s t e r  o f  E n e r g y  a n d  t h e  B e l g i a n  F e d e r a l  p a r l i a m e n t .  S h e  n o w
w o r k s  a s  a  C l i m a t e  P o l i c y  M a n a g e r  a t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  N G O
B e l l o n a  E u r o p a .
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Christine Teunissen
C h r i s t i n e  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
D u t c h  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  a c t i n g

p a r t y  l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  
P a r t y  f o r  t h e  A n i m a l s .

C h r i s t i n e  T e u n i s s e n  s t u d i e d  h i s t o r y  i n  L e i d e n ,  N e t h e r l a n d s .
D u r i n g  h e r  s t u d i e s  s h e  c o n d u c t e d  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l

m o v e m e n t s  t h a t  c o m p e t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r .  S h e  w a s
t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  D u t c h  P a r t y  f o r  t h e  A n i m a l s  i n  t h e

m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  T h e  H a g u e  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  y o u n g e s t  s e n a t o r s  i n
D u t c h  h i s t o r y .  T e u n i s s e n  i s  a  y o u n g  i n f l u e n t i a l  p o l i t i c i a n ,

b r i n g i n g  g r a s s r o o t s  a c t i v i s m  f o r  t h e  p l a n e t ,  a n i m a l s  a n d  n a t u r e
t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  p o l i t i c s .

C u r r e n t l y ,  T e u n i s s e n  i s  a  M e m b e r  o f  D u t c h  p a r l i a m e n t  a n d
a c t i n g  p a r t y  l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  P a r t y  f o r  t h e  A n i m a l s .  I n  h e r  w o r k
s h e  i s  p u s h i n g  f o r  p o s i t i v e  c h a n g e  o n  t o p i c s  s u c h  a s  c l i m a t e

j u s t i c e ,  b i o d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s .

O n  h e r  i n t i a t i v e  t h e  D u t c h  M i n i s t r y  o f  C u l t u r e  i m p l e m e n t e d  t h e
“ p l a n t - b a s e d  b y  d e f a u l t ”  p r i n c i p l e .  N o w  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  l o c a l

a n d  r e g i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  f o l l o w  s u i t  t o  f i g h t  t h e  c l i m a t e  a n d
b i o d i v e r s i t y  c r i s i s .
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Donald Pols
D o n a l d  i s  D i r e c t o r  o f
F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t h  

N e t h e r l a n d s ,  i n i t i a t o r  o f  t h e
f a m o u s  c l i m a t e  c a s e  a g a i n s t

S h e l l .

D o n a l d  P o l s  i s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t h  N e t h e r l a n d s
( M i l i e u d e f e n s i e ) .  H e  h a s  a  l i f e l o n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a  s o c i e t y  i n
h a r m o n y  w i t h  n a t u r e  -  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  n a t u r e  i n  i t s e l f  - a n d -  o f
h u m a n  s o c i e t y  t h a t  d e p e n d s  o n  i t .  A s  d i r e c t o r  o f
M i l i e u d e f e n s i e ,  h e  w o r k s  o n  c l i m a t e  j u s t i c e .  A f t e r  t h e  s u c c e s f u l
C l i m a t e  c a s e  a g a i n s t  S h e l l  h e  i s  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r  a  c l i m a t e
o p t i m i s t .  T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  w r o t e :  “ S t a r t l i n g  D e f e a t s  P u s h
O i l  G i a n t s  T o w a r d s  a  ‘ T i p p i n g  P o i n t ’ . ”

H e  p r e v i o u s l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  d e l e g a t i o n s  f r o m  W W F
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  t h e  D u t c h  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  U N F C C C
n e g o t i a t i o n s .  H e  w o r k e d  a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s
p r o g r a m m e  o f  W W F  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n  B e i j i n g ;  a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  W W F
C h i n a ’ s  C l i m a t e  E n e r g y  P r o g r a m ;  a s  h e a d  o f  t h e  W W F  c l i m a t e
p r o g r a m m e  a n d  a s  a  s e n i o r  a d v i s e r  o n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d
n a t u r e  i n  t h e  D u t c h  p a r l i a m e n t .  H e  h o l d s  a  b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n
l a w ,  a n  M A  i n  L i b e r a l  A r t s  a n d  M S c  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
M a n a g e m e n t .
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Rick Holland

V e g a n  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  n i n e  y e a r s ,  R i c k  H o l l a n d  i s  t h e  f o u n d e r
a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  C o n f i d e n t  P h i l a n t h r o p y ,  a  L o n d o n - b a s e d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n s u l t a n c y  a i m i n g  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w a y  w e  t h i n k
a b o u t  g i v i n g  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g .  

R i c k  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  G F I ,  S i n e r g i a  A n i m a l ,  V e g a n  F o r  T h e
A n i m a l s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n  t h e  U S A ,  t h e  U K  a n d
b e y o n d ,  d e v e l o p i n g ,  i m p l e m e n t i n g ,  a n d  e v a l u a t i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  t o
b u i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  k e y  i n d i v i d u a l  d o n o r s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d
v o l u n t e e r s .

R i c k  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  T h i r d  S e c t o r ,  A r t s P r o f e s s i o n a l ,  t h e
M o r n i n g  C a l l  a n d  M e d i u m  a m o n g  o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  h a s
a p p e a r e d  o n  K O A T - T V ,  K O B ,  A n g l i a  T V ,  a n d  B B C  R a d i o ,  a n d  h e ' s
p r e s e n t e d  a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y m p o s i a  d i s c u s s i n g  t w o  o f  h i s  g r e a t
p a s s i o n s :  f u n d r a i s i n g  a n d  t h e  B e a t l e s .

R i c k  i s  a  f u n d i n g  s p e c i a l i s t ,
f o c u s i n g  o n  d e v e l o p i n g

s t r a t e g i e s  t o  b u i l d
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l

d o n o r s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d
v o l u n t e e r s .

H e  w i l l  g i v e  a  t r a i n i n g  o n :
' F u n d i n g  -  M o n e y  f o r  G o o d ' .
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Job van den Assem

J o b  i s  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e
L o w l a n d e r  p r o j e c t .

H e  w i l l  g i v e  a  t r a i n i n g  o n
' M o b i l i s i n g  a n d  s u s t a i n i n g

p e o p l e  p o w e r  f o r  e x i s t i n g  a n d
a s p i r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ' .

J o b  v a n  d e n  A s s e m  h a s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  c l i m a t e  j u s t i c e
m o v e m e n t  s i n c e  h e  w a s  a  t e e n a g e r .  H e  t o o k  p a r t  i n  m a n y
d i f f e r e n t  c a m p a i g n s ;  f r o m  t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  5 t h
r u n w a y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a i r p o r t  b y  p l a n t i n g  a  f o r e s t ,  t o
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  i n  t h e  h a l l s  o f  t h e  C l i m a t e  N e g o t i a t i o n s ,  t o
w r i t i n g  a  s p o o f  n e w s p a p e r  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  w r o n g  i n  t h e
f a r m i n g  &  f o o d  i n d u s t r y .  

T h r o u g h  t h e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  c a m p a i g n i n g  h e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  o r g a n i s i n g  t o  c r e a t e  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  F o r  m a n y
y e a r s  h e  w o r k e d  w i t h  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t h  N e t h e r l a n d s  a s  a n
o r g a n i s e r  a n d  l a t e r  a s  t h e  h e a d  o f  m o v e m e n t  b u i l d i n g .

T w o  y e a r s  a g o  h e  s t a r t e d  t h e  L o w l a n d e r  P r o j e c t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h
h i s  c o l l e a g u e  S a n d r a  B a l l .  T h e  L o w l a n d e r  P r o j e c t  i s  a  S c h o o l
f o r  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i s i n g  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .  I t s  g o a l  i s  t o
s p r e a d  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  o r g a n i s i n g  t o  s o c i a l ,  c o m m u n i t y  a n d
p o l i t i c a l  p r o g r e s s i v e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  
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Mark Westcombe
M a r k  i s  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e

A n i m a l  T h i n k  T a n k .

H e  w i l l  g i v e  a  t r a i n i n g  o n
' M o b i l i s i n g  a n d  s u s t a i n i n g

p e o p l e  p o w e r  f o r  c i v i l  s o c i e t y
g r o u p s ' .

M a r k  W e s t c o m b e  i s  a  f o u n d e r  a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  A n i m a l  T h i n k
T a n k .  A s  M i s s i o n  L e a d  ( T a s k )  h e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  b u i l d i n g  a n d
r e s o u r c i n g  A n i m a l  T h i n k  T a n k ’ s  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  c a p a c i t y  a n d
s t e e r i n g  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s t r a t e g y  a n d  m i s s i o n .  

H e  w a s  a  c o - f o u n d e r  o f  A n i m a l  R e b e l l i o n  a n d  p r e v i o u s l y
o r g a n i s e d  t h e  U K ’ s  A n i m a l  R i g h t s  G a t h e r i n g  ( 2 0 1 7  &  2 0 1 8 ) .
H e  w a s  a  ( c o - ) f o u n d e r  a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  m u l t i - a w a r d - w i n n i n g
L a n c a s t e r  C o h o u s i n g  a n d  t h e  U K  C o h o u s i n g  N e t w o r k .  H e  h a s
o r g a n i s e d  s e v e r a l  o f  L a n c a s t e r ’ s  Q u e e r F e a s t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s
h e l p i n g  o r g a n i s e  L a n c a s t e r  P r i d e  i n  2 0 0 7 .

H e  h a s  w o r k e d  a s  a  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n s u l t a n t  a n d  g r o u p
f a c i l i t a t o r  s p e c i a l i s i n g  i n  r i s k  m i t i g a t i o n ,  s t r a t e g i c  d e c i s i o n
m a k i n g  a n d  p r o j e c t  i m p a c t .  H e  i s  a  t r a i n e r  i n  S y s t e m s  T h i n k i n g
a n d  G r o u p  F a c i l i t a t i o n  f o r  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o d y .  H e  h a s  t w i c e
b e e n  a w a r d e d  t e a c h i n g  p r i z e s  f o r  h i s  w o r k  o n  i n c o r p o r a t i n g
d i v e r s i t y  i n t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s y l l a b u s .  
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