Article 8 ter

Ecocide

1.  For the purpose of this Statute, “ecocide” means unlawful or wanton acts
committed with knowledge that there is a substantial likelihood of severe and either
widespread or long-term damage to the environment being caused by those acts.




2. For the purpose of paragraph 1:

a. “Wanton” means with reckless disregard for damage which would be clearly
excessive in relation to the social and economic benefits anticipated;

b. “Severe” means damage which involves very serious adverse changes, disruption
or harm to any element of the environment, including grave impacts on human life or
natural, cultural or economic resources;

c. “Widespread” means damage which extends beyond a limited geographic area,
crosses state boundaries, or is suffered by an entire ecosystem or species or a large
number of human beings;

d. “Long-term” means damage which is irreversible or which cannot be redressed
through natural recovery within a reasonable period of time;

e. "Environment” means the earth, its biosphere, cryosphere, lithosphere, hydrosphere
and atmosphere, as well as outer space.
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No. 2 INITIATIVE PAPER

The rvdex of our world are kaws. and they cam be changed. Laws can restrict, or they can
emable. What matters (s what they serve. Many of the kaws in owr world serve property - they
are based on owmership. But imagine @ kaw that has @ kigher moval awthority . a@ law that
pwts people and plaset first. Imagine a law that starts from first do mo harm, that stops this
dangerovs game and takes s to @ place of safety

Polly Higgins, 2015

We need o change the rwlex.”
Grete Thunberg, 2019
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Summary

Despate all our efforts, the futere of our natural environments, habstats, and ecosystems does
not look proenising. Humam activity has censured that climate change continucs %o persist.
Legal instruments are available 1o combat this unprecedentod damage %o the nataral living
environment, but these imstruments have proven inadequate. With this paper, the initiatos
mtends 10 set forth an innovative new legal concept

This paper is a study into the possibelitios of turmng thas usproecedented destruction of our
natural covirorment into a criminal offence. In thas rogard, we will wse the term ecocide,
defimed as the extonsive damage 1o or destruction of ecosystemns through human activity
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«The rules of our world are laws, and they can be changed. Laws can
restrict or they can enable. What mattefindustrici 6 *hPV serve. Many of the
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Imagine a law that has a higher moral
and planet first. Imagine a law that sta .
this dangerous game and takes us to
Polly Higgins, 2015

«We need to change the rules.»
Greta Thunberg, 2019
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B. Addition to Article 5(1)

(e) The crime of ecocide.

C. Addition of Article 8 ter

Article 8 ter
Ecocide
1. For the purpose of this Statute, “ecocide” means unlawful or wanton acts committed with knowledge that

there is a substantial likelihood of severe and either widespread or long-term damage to the environment
being caused by those acts. |
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IV. Assign rights to the environment

V. Conduct follow-up investigation into ecogi

-

. T g I N\
: \“ . Polnicwspon rence
10= 11 July 2021 (On m Amsterdam)




seppo.net

o i oL OVERPOPULATE
1 A\ THE LAND AND DESTROY
et EVERYKTHING!!/

. Animal PoliticsWorld Conference
102 11.July 2021 (Onlifig from Amsterdam)



